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The Third Karmapa, Rangjung Dorje (1284-1339), propounded a unique synthesis of Yogachara,

Madhyamaka, and the classical teachings on buddha nature. His work occupies an important position

between its Indian predecessers and the later, often highly charged, debates in Tibet about rangtong

(self-emptiness) and shentong (other-emptiness). The Third Karmapa is widely renowned as one of the

major proponents of the Tibetan shentong tradition. This book contains a collection of some of his main

writings on buddha nature; the transition of ordinary deluded consciousness to enlightened wisdom; and

the characteristics of buddhahood. Though relying strictly on classical Indian sources, the Karmapa's

texts are not mere scholarly documents. Their topics and styles bear great significance for practicing the

sutrayana and the vajrayana as understood in the Kagyu tradition to the present day, making what is
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