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The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects The Chief of the Air Force's Project for Investigating UFO

ReportsProject Blue Book - tells all that he knows about UFOS - No-Holds Barred! This is a book about

unidentified flying objectsUFO's"flying saucers." It is actually more than a book; it is a report because it is

the first time that anyone, either military or civilian, has brought together in one document all the facts

about this fascinating subject. With the exception of the style, this report is written exactly the way I would

have written it had I been officially asked to do so while I was chief of the Air Force's project for

investigating UFO reportsProject Blue Book. In many instances I have left out the names of the people

who reported seeing UFO's, or the names of certain people who were associated with the project, just as

I would have done in an official report. For the same reason I have changed the locale in which some of

the UFO sightings occurred. This is especially true in CHAPTER FIFTEEN, the story of how some of our

atomic scientists detected radiation whenever UFO's were reported near their "UFO-detection stations."

This policy of not identifying the "source," to borrow a term from military intelligence, is insisted on by the

Air Force so that the people who have co-operated with them will not get any unwanted publicity. Names

are considered to be "classified information." But the greatest care has been taken to make sure that the

omission of names and changes in locale has in no way altered the basic facts because this report is

based on the factsall of the factsnothing of significance has been left out. It was only after considerable

deliberation that I put this report together, because it had to be told accurately, with no holds barred. I

finally decided to do it for two reasons. First, there is world-wide interest in flying saucers; people want to

know the facts. But more often than not these facts have been obscured by secrecy and confusion, a

situation that has led to wild speculation on one end of the scale and an almost dangerously blase

attitude on the other. It is only when all of the facts are laid out that a correct evaluation can be made.

Second, after spending two years investigating and analyzing UFO reports, after talking to the people

who have seen UFO'sindustrialists, pilots, engineers, generals, and just the plain man-on-the-street, and

after discussing the subject with many very capable scientists, I felt that I was in a position to be able to

put together the complete account of the Air Force's struggle with the flying saucer. The report has been
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difficult to write because it involves something that doesn't officially exist. It is well known that ever since

the first flying saucer was reported in June 1947 the Air Force has officially said that there is no proof that

such a thing as an interplanetary spaceship exists. But what is not well known is that this conclusion is far

from being unanimous among the military and their scientific advisers because of the one word, proof; so

the UFO investigations continue. The hassle over the word "proof" boils down to one question: What

constitutes proof? Does a UFO have to land at the River Entrance to the Pentagon, near the Joint Chiefs

of Staff offices? Or is it proof when a ground radar station detects a UFO, sends a jet to intercept it, the jet

pilot sees it, and locks on with his radar, only to have the UFO streak away at a phenomenal speed? Is it

proof when a jet pilot fires at a UFO and sticks to his story even under the threat of court-martial? Does

this constitute proof? The at times hotly debated answer to this question may be the answer to the

question, "Do the UFO's really exist?" I'll give you the factsall of the factsyou decide. E. J. RUPPELT

Excerpts from the book: In the summer of 1952 a United States Air Force F-86 jet interceptor shot at a

flying saucer. This fact, like so many others that make up the full flying saucer story, has never before

been told. I know the full story about flying saucers and I know that it has never before been told because

I organized and was chief of the Air Force's Project Blue Book, the special project set up to investigate

and analyze unidentified flying object, or UFO, reports. (UFO is the official term that I created to replace

the words "flying saucers.") There is a fighter base in the United States which I used to visit frequently

because, during 1951, 1952, and 1953, it got more than its share of good UFO reports. The commanding

officer of the fighter group, a full colonel and command pilot, believed that UFO's were real. The colonel

believed in UFO's because he had a lot of faith in his pilotsand they had chased UFO's in their F-86's. He

had seen UFO's on the scopes of his radar sets, and he knew radar. The colonel's intelligence officer, a

captain, didn't exactly believe that UFO's were real, but he did think that they warranted careful

investigation. The logic the intelligence officer used in investigating UFO reports and in getting answers to

many of themmade me wish many times that he worked for me on Project Blue Book. One day the

intelligence officer called me at my base in Dayton, Ohio. He wanted to know if I was planning to make a

trip his way soon. When I told him I expected to be in his area in about a week, he asked me to be sure to

look him up. There was no special hurry, he added, but he had something very interesting to show me.

When we got wind of a good story, Project Blue Book liked to start working on it at once, so I asked the

intelligence officer to tell me what he had. But nothing doing. He didn't want to discuss it over the phone.



He even vetoed the idea of putting it into a secret wire. Such extreme caution really stopped me, because

anything can be coded and put in a wire. When I left Dayton about a week later I decided to go straight to

the fighter base, planning to arrive there in midmorning. But while I was changing airlines my reservations

got fouled up, and I was faced with waiting until evening to get to the base. I called the intelligence officer

and told him about the mix-up. He told me to hang on right there and he would fly over and pick me up in

a T-33 jet. As soon as we were in the air, on the return trip, I called the intelligence officer on the

interphone and asked him what was going on. What did he have? Why all the mystery? He tried to tell

me, but the interphone wasn't working too well and I couldn't understand what he was saying. Finally he

told me to wait until we returned to his office and I could read the report myself. Report! If he had a UFO

report why hadn't he sent it in to Project Blue Book as he usually did? We landed at the fighter base,

checked in our parachutes, Mae Wests, and helmets, and drove over to his office. There were several

other people in the office, and they greeted me with the usual question, "What's new on the flying saucer

front?" I talked with them for a while, but was getting impatient to find out what was on the intelligence

officer's mind. I was just about to ask him about the mysterious report when he took me to one side and

quietly asked me not to mention it until everybody had gone. Once we were alone, the intelligence officer

shut the door, went over to his safe, and dug out a big, thick report. It was the standard Air Force

reporting form that is used for all intelligence reports, including UFO reports. The intelligence officer told

me that this was the only existing copy. He said that he had been told to destroy all copies, but had saved

one for me to read. With great curiosity, I took the report and started to read. What had happened at this

fighter base? CONTENTS FOREWORD "I CHAPTER ONE Project Blue Book and the UFO Story 1

CHAPTER TWO The Era of Confusion Begins 15 CHAPTER THREE The Classics 29 CHAPTER FOUR

Green Fireballs, Project Twinkle, Little Lights, and Grudge 47 CHAPTER FIVE The Dark Ages 59

CHAPTER SIX The Presses RollThe Air Force Shrugs 69 CHAPTER SEVEN The Pentagon Rumbles 82

CHAPTER EIGHT The Lubbock Lights, Unabridged 96 CHAPTER NINE The New Project Grudge HI

CHAPTER TEN Project Blue Book and the Big Build-Up 123 CHAPTER ELEVEN The Big Flap 139

CHAPTER TWELVE The Washington Merry-Go-Round 156 CHAPTER THIRTEEN Hoax or Horror? 173

CHAPTER FOURTEEN Digesting the Data 186 CHAPTER FIFTEEN The Radiation Story 199 CHAPTER

SIXTEEN The Hierarchy Ponders 209 CHAPTER SEVENTEEN What Are UFO's? 226
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