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The Roaring West was Universals 27th sound-era serial (between The Call of the Savage and Tailspin

Tommy in the Great Air Mystery) and the second of the five serials Buck Jones made at Universal, with

his sixth serial White Eagle-1941 coming from Columbia. The Whitman Publishing Company of Racine,

Wisconsin also put out two different Big Little Books, Buck Jones in The Roaring West-number 1174 and

Buck Jones in The Fighting Rangers --- number 1188 --- based on this serial with over 100 production

stills from the serial in each book. Possibly,but not likely, someday the sources that insist on putting the

Pat OBrien from Warners into the cast of Universal serials will either actually see this (and other Universal

serials) and learn that the actor in those was one Pat J. OBrien, who was nearly always billed just as Pat

OBrien. If they dont care to bother with watching the films, there is the possibility that some kind soul will

scan and send them some stills of both Pat OBriens. The opening chapter of this serial --- The Land Rush

--- finds cowpunchers Montana Larkin and Jinglebob Morgan riding into new territory to join an impending

land rush. They carry a mail-order catalog hiding a map giving the location of valuable mineral deposits in

the land-rush territory. They stop at the ranch of Jim Parker where Montana saves Parkers daughter Mary

from a wild horse. The gabby Jinglebob plays poker with ranch foreman Gil Gillespie and reveals the

secret of the map. Gil has his henchman, Hank, steal the map, copy it and return it without being seen.

Montana, Jinglebob, Parker, Mary, Gillespie and Ann Hardy, a Parker niece, and some stock-footage

land-rushers gather the next day for the land rush, where Montana learns that Gillespie has a copy of the

map. Montana is riding hard to beat Gillespie to the mineral deposits but Mary falls from her horse and

Montana picks her up on the run but the usually-reliable Silver falls over an unseen embankment, and

Montana and Mary are underneath as the other horses and wagons plunge after them. That ends chapter

one, but things get worse in chapter two as they find that Gillespie has beaten them to the site and has

already staked nine claims. But Gillespie, the cad, is willing to share the claims with old man Parker if he

will turn Mary over to Gillespie as his bride. 13 more chapters of such high-handed villainy occur before

Montana gets total control of the situation
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