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A new, distinctly Jewish music. 10 MP3 Songs WORLD: Judaica, WORLD: World Fusion Details: Music

has long been a motivating force for religion in Africa. The rhythm of drums, used to call people to prayer

and an integral part of religious worship, is the heart of African music. Since the inception of the

Abayudaya Jewish community in 1919, singing accompanied by drums has been a major component of

worship. Music has been critical to the survival of the Abayudaya community. During dictator Iddi Amin

Daddas ban on Judaism in the1970s, many Abayudaya abandoned the community. After 1979, youth

returning to Judaism demanded innovations in the worship service. In addition to the existing music, they

resolved to create new melodies accompanied by guitar. During the same period, the arrival of born again

Christian pastors reinforced the musical part of religion in Africa. Preaching in public places accompanied

by full bands of music, missionaries achieved tremendous success in attracting people to their faith.

Inspired by the success of local Christian missionaries, Abayudaya community leaders used instrumental

music to attract people back to Judaism. Towards this purpose, some of the Christian melodies were

converted and eventually adopted to Abayudaya liturgy. This strategy successfully compelled many youth

to return to the almost extinct Abayudaya community. The community has borrowed and adapted to forge

a new, distinctly Jewish music. All proceeds from this CD contribute to the health and well-being of the

Abayudaya and surrounding multi-faith communities. If you would like more information about the

Abayudaya community email Bechol_Lashon@JewishResearch.org
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